Young Scholar YECREA Workshop: Political Communication and Young Researchers
Organised by: YECREA representatives to the ECREA Political Communication Section – Fabro Steibel and Alenka Jelen 

Conference "Mediated Citizenship: Political Information and Participation in Europe" organised by ECREA Political Communication Section
Time: 18th September, 1-3pm
Place: Institute of Communications Studies, University of Leeds, Houldsworth Building, 3rd Floor, Conference room
Participants: PhD students and participants at the Mediated Citizenship: Political Information and Participation in Europe conference, other young scholars/PhD studnets
Cost: Free of charge
Chairs: Fabro Steibel and Alenka Jelen, YECREA Political Communication Representatives
Keynote speakers: 
Sophia Kaitatzi-Whitlock, Chair of the Political Communication section 

Katrin Voltmer, conferencwe organiser, Vice Chair of the Political Communication section


Jesper Strömbäck, Vice Chair of the Political Communication section 
Suggested structure of the workshop:

Introduction (5 min)
Welcome (Fabro and Alenka)
Keynote speakers (45 min)

Comparing Doctoral Studies in the Interdisciplinary Field of Communications
Sophia Kaitatzi-Whitlock
Cross-over frontier between politics and communication studies: current topics, issues and implications for research on mediated politics
Katrin Voltmer
Mediated and mediatized political messages
Jesper Strömbäck 
Discussion (ideas and questions) (60 min)

Suggested directions of the discussion:

· Current topics, emerging themes and complexities of political communication research

· Most common epistemological and methodological problems and concerns of participants and how to overcome them

· Lost in academia: theory, methodology, epistemology (which route to take?)

· Researching political communication: entering the field, excitement and burdens 

· Lost in translation: political jargon, rhetoric and masters of communication (how to understand the language of politics and read between the lines)

· PhD activities, support and help within different university environments (“we are in this together”)

· Emotional elements of PhD work

Conclusion (10 min)
Fabro and Alenka:

· summary of the key points discussed

· future directions

