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I.  Some Sold - Another Bought: The Dulau Catalogue

Roy Waters

In his interesting essay in No. 22 of The Wildean, Nicholas Frankel refers to the Wilde collection assembled by William Andrews Clark Jr., later donated to the library at UCLA, where it now forms 'the backbone of what is today the world's largest repository of materials related to Wilde and his circle'.  A significant part of Clark's collection was acquired from a 1928 sale offered in their Catalogue 161, by Dulau & Company, then of 32 Old Bond Street.  (They occupied various premises in London's West End from the 1870's to the 1930's, and were responsible for an important Beardsley sale.) This catalogue consists of 140 pages, covering 342 items, of which 15 are illustrated.  Several of the items consist of a number of associatedpieces, bringing the total number of manuscripts and printed documents to well over 700.  There is also a photograph of Epstein's monument and a reproduction of Christopher Millard's bookplate.  2,000 copies were printed, plus 105 on handmade paper.  The catalogue carries no date and retailed at four shillings.

The Title Page reads: A Collection of Manuscripts, Letters and Books of Oscar Wilde, including his Letters written to Robert Ross from Reading Gaol and Unpublished Letters, Poems and Plays formerly in the possession of Robert Ross, C.S. Millard (Stuart Mason) and the Younger Son of Oscar Wilde.  It is interesting to see that Vyvyan Holland's identity was still being protected at this late date.

The next page carries the following note:

We have submitted the letters in this Catalogue for examination to Lord Alfred Douglas.  Lord Alfred raises no objection to their dispersal in view of their historical and self-revealing interest, and considers that his consent is sufficiently indicative of the attitude he takes up towards the references to himself which they contain. 

Clearly  Dulau was anxious to protect himself from the vengeance of his litigious lordship.

The first item is described as: 'A Considerable portion of the original MS. of an unfinished and entirely unpublished play, in Wilde's hand throughout, on 49 foolscap pages, about one third of it in ink and two-thirds in pencil, entitled A Woman's Tragedy.'  After referring to a number of forged Wilde poems and plays, the catalogue continues: 'This manuscript, coming as it does from a source impossible of suspicion, is of the greatest possible importance . . .'  An outline of the plot of what would seem to be a melodramatic social comedy on the lines of Lady Windermere's Fan is followed by a list of characters and some sample dialogue:

Gerald Lovel:  I have written very little since my marriage.

Lord Mertoun:  When a poet has his ideal to pour out tea for him,his occupation is gone.

There follow some jottings for snatches of dialogue:  'He has a lot of blue china.  I hope he lives up to it.'  'He either died of a broken heart or got a situation in the Civil Service.  I really am not quite sure which, but I know he was very wretched.'

The entry for this item ends: 'It may be said without much fear of contradiction that the opportunity of acquiring such a manuscript as this will never occur again.'  Dulau priced this sizeable fragment at £350/-/-.

I am indebted to John Cooper, the British Wilde scholar resident in America (and responsible for the Oscar Wilde Walk in the New York Walks guide) for drawing my attention to a mild academic kerfuffle that briefly erupted in August 2000, when an amateur researcher claimed to have unearthed The Woman's Tragedy manuscript from some lost corner of the UCLA library (though it seems to have been renamed The Wife's Tragedy).  Merlin Holland administered a somewhat magisterial rebuke, pointing out that it had not only been listed in the Dulau catalogue, but also in the Finzi catalogue of the Wilde holdings in UCLA (1957), and had been published in full in Theatre Research International in 1982.

A number of manuscript drafts of works which were significantly amended in the published versions are offered, such as Item 7, the poem Les Silhouettes. In the published version the second stanza reads:

Etched clear upon the pallid sand

    Lies the black boat: a sailor boy

    Clambers aboard in carelesss joy

With laughing face and gleaming hand.

In the draft version offered by Dulau it appears as:

I see the dim boat on the strand

    Tomorrow some light-hearted boy

    Will leap aboard in careless joy

And go to seek some (?) other land.

The MS also includes some alternative rhymes jotted down by Wilde. It is offered at £10/-/-.

The value of letters from Wilde to Ross from Reading (Item 38),written on prison notepaper and bound in a quarto volume on hinged linen was clearly recognised in its price: £2,000 - an enormous sum in those days.  But included in the volume was Wilde's frantic letter to Ross, written from the Avondale Hotel, immediately after his receipt of Queensberry's fateful card. A facsimile of this letter is included among the catalogue's illustrations. There is also a letter from Warder Martin asking for a loan after his dismissal from the prison service, and another from Governor Nelson thanking Ross for passing on news of Wilde: 'I hope he will soon be himself again and feel sure that the new scenes and the new feeling of peace and quietude will work wonders.  Please thank him from me and tell him that I will be only too glad to hear from him when he feels equal to writing a letter'.

A series of post-Reading letters and cards (all to be found in the Collected Letters but published for the first time in the Catalogue) include many dealing with Wilde's financial difficulties.  They are offered at prices ranging from £2/2/- to £600/-/-.  They are among the most powerful and evocative of Wilde's later correspondence and are quoted at length.  The following plaintive note from the Hôtel d'Alsace, dated simply 1900 would have cost you £2/10/-:

My dear Robbie - Thank you so much: I will take care not to die on the wrong date - Could you wire me £5 on account tomorrow? I don't know when my allowance is really due - whether this week or the next. Of course, you will deduct the fiver from your cheque - but I am in great want of it.  Yours, Oscar.

You could have had a longer note from his death-bed in November ('...my throat is a limekiln, my brain a furnace and my nerves a coil of angry adders...') dictated to Maurice Gilbert but signed by Wilde himself, for £50/-/-.

The ordering of the Catalogue is a little eccentric, so that Item 40 consists of a collection of five letters written severally to his parents from his Italian tour in 1875, which he illustrates with sketches, one page of which, showing Etruscan sarcophagi, is reproduced.  These would have set you back £200/-/-.

There follows a series of letters written to Wilde, presumably acquired by Ross after his death.  Item 59, for example, includes 50 letters from such correspondents as David Hunter Blair, Edmund Yates, Charles Wyndham and Ada Cavendish, priced at £7/10/-.

The Letters end at Item 64 and a number of First Editions follows.

The Ballad of Reading Gaol (No. 74), 'with a six line inscription (to H.W. Massingham) in the author's hand' was priced at £30/-/-.

No. 81, the notorious (and only) issue of The Chameleon, could be had for £12/10/-.

No. 142, the first (in book form) edition of Dorian Gray was offered at the same price, as was a collection of twelve of the seventeen issues of The Spirit Lamp, including all three to which Wilde contributed (Item 167).

The first printing of Ravenna in Oxford in 1878 (Item 175) was £3/3/-. The first Paris edition of Salomé in French, with its striking original wrappers, was £7/-/-.

The first edition with the Beardsley illustrations (Item 182), printed on Japanese vellum and bound in green silk, with a proof impression of the suppressed 'Toilet' plate, 'of which 75 numbered copies were pulled on Jap vellum', was priced at £20/-/-.

The final section of the Catalogue is headed Wildeana and it leaves the dedicated ephemerist salivating.

Item 218 is a collection of 58 volumes of press cuttings, valued at £100/-/-. followed by a volume of press cuttings relating to thetrials (£21/-/-), and then by the Catalogue of the Tite Street bankruptcy sale in 1895 (£2/2/-).  A 'Large collection of Posters and Programmes' is also offered at two guineas, as is Mason's Bibliography.  His pamphlet on Wilde and the Aesthetic Movement could be had for 10s, and Leonard Smithers's bookplate for 2s. 6d.

The final item, No. 342, is a copy of Dal Young's Apologia Pro Oscar Wilde, first edition, wrappers (1895) with an ALS from More Adey loosely inserted, together with a letter from Mrs. Dal Young addressed to Ross. It bears Christopher Millard's autograph and his small bookplate. It cost 15/-.

However, inserted into the Catalogue is a slip which reads:

 The MS. portion of this collection will be kept intact until the end of January.  We wish to give an opportunity for the collection to be acquired as a whole.  In the meantime, orders will be accepted for separate items and will be reserved in strict rotation.  If the collection is not sold by the stated date, these orders will then be executed.

If you or I had been rich enough in 1928 to have made any such orders, we would have been disappointed.  William Clark bought the lot, and to inspect them we now have to visit Los Angeles.
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II.  A catalogue of R.W. Clements

There was a section devoted to  Wilde in the catalogue for Summer 2000 of R.W. Clements, 114 High Street, Hampton, Middlesex, TW122ST.  We reprint this as published, save for replacing ditto marks with names. 

1234.  WILDE, O.    The Young King & Other Stories (Ills. Gastra) Folio no date chipped D £16.00
1235. WILDE, O.    The Importance Of Being Earnest Methuen 1909.  One of 1000 copies printed for Mr George Alexander as a souvenir of his twentieth year of management of the St James Theatre February 1st 1910 the above in gilt on front cover

£55.00
1236.  WILDE, O.    The Importance Of Being Earnest (Ills. Lee) Watts 1971 D

£8.00
1237.  WILDE, O.    Intentions (The Decay Of Lying, Pen Pencil & Poison, The Critic As Artist & The Truth of Masks Mosher USA 1904

£30.00

1238.  WILDE, O.    As above    Boni USA 1930 PB

£15.00
1239.  WILDE, O.    Salome (Ills. F. Martin)   Folio 1967 cased

£12.00
1240.  WILDE, O.    Salome    Tauchnitz 1930 PB

£6.00
1241. WILDE, O.    Salome.  Unicorn 1947

£6.00
1242.  WILDE, O.    Salome (Ills. A. Beardsley)   Hartsdale USA no date

£8.00
1243.  WILDE, O.    De Profundis    (Ed. V. Holland)     Methuen 1949 1st Thus D

£20.00
1244.  WILDE, O.    De Profundis    (Ed. V. Holland)     Methuen 1940 2nd D

£14.00
1245. WILDE, O.    The Portrait of Mr W.H.    (Intro. V. Holland)     Methuen 1958 1st Thus D

£18.00
1246.  WILDE, O.    Poems & Essays    (Intro. K. Amis)    Collins 1956

£12.00
1247.  WILDE, O.    De Profundis & Ballad Oof Reading Gaol    Tauchnitz 1910 PB

£6.00
1248.  WILDE, O.    The Happy Prince -- A Talking Book.  Ills. H. Paul, Music Leslie Bridgewater Narrator Frank Phillips.  12 coloured illustrations & 78 record in hard-backed pictorial folder

£30.00
1249.  WILDE, O.    Selected Essays & Poems   Penguin 1954 1st  PB

£5.00
1250.  MACILWAINE, Rev. W. (Ed)    Lyra Hibernica  Sacra    McCaw Stevenson & Orr Belfast 1878   4 poems by Wilde -- first publication in anthology

£120.00
1251.  ALDINGTON, R. (Ed)    Oscar Wilde – Selected Works With 12 Unpublished Letters    Heinemann 1946    1st  chipped D    Denis De Marney's Copy
£16.00
1252.  HART-DAVIS, R.     The Letters of Oscar Wilde    Hart-Davis 1962 2nd Corrected.   Frayed D

£45.00
1253.  HART-DAVIS, R.     Selected Letters of O. Wilde    Hart-Davis OUP 1979 1st D

£16.00
1254.  HARRIS Frank    Oscar Wilde His Life &Confessions    Author 1918 1st  2 vols

£45.00
1255.  HARRIS Frank      Oscar Wilde   Constable 1938 D

£16.00
1256.  HYDE, H. Montgomery    Trials Of Oscar Wilde   Hodge 1960 chipped D

£18.00
1257.  HYDE, H. Montgomery    Oscar Wilde   Methuen 1976 1st  D

£16.00
1258.  IRVINE, St. John    Oscar Wilde -- A Present Time Appraisal    Allen 1951 1st  D

£14.00
1259.  DOUGLAS, Lord A.    Oscar Wilde -- A Summing Up    Richards 1950 D

£20.00
1260.  PEARSON, H.  The Life of Oscar Wilde   Methuen 1946 1st D

£12.00
1261.  BYRNE, P.    The Wildes of Merrion Square   Kimber 1951 1st  D

£18.00
1262.  O'SULLIVAN, V.    Aspects Of Wilde   Constable 1936 1st
£16.00
1263.  GIDE, A.    Oscar Wilde   Kimber 1951 1st  D

£22.00
1264.  WILSON, T.G.  Victorian Doctor -- The Life of Sir W. Wilde    Methuen 1942 1st  D

£18.00
1265.  MELVILLE, J.    Mother of Oscar   Murray 1994 1st  D

£12.00
1266.  LAMBERT, E.    Mad with Much Heart – A Life of Sir William & Lady Wilde    Muller 1967 1st D

£14.00
1267.  HOLLAND, V.     Son of Oscar Wilde   Hart-Davis 1954 1st  D

£16.00
1268.  HOLLAND, V.    Time Remembered After Père Lachaise.    Gollancz 1966 1st  D

£16.00
1269.  WYSE JACKSON J.    Aristotle At Afternoon Tea --The Rare Oscar Wilde    Fourth Estate 1991 1st D

£12.00
1270.  RANSOME, A.      Oscar Wilde   Methuen 1913

£6.00
1271.  AGATE, J.  The Masque -- O. Wilde & The Theatre (Ills. Ricketts & Beaton) Curtain 1947 1st PB

£6.00
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III.  A Stokes Catalogue

The current catalogue (19) of Stokes books, 19 Market Arcade, South Great George's Street, Dublin 2, carries the following items:

 1030.  WILDE, Lady.  Social Studies.  1st Ed, spine faded, v.g. Ward and Downey, London 1893

euro 300.00
1031.  WILDE, Oscar.  Die ErzUahlung und Märchen von Oscar Wilde.  Illus, v.g. in in dec cover, Erschienen im Insel, Lepzig 1914

euro 65.00
1032.  WILDE, Oscar.  The Wit of Oscar Wilde.  Illustrated by Ian Archie Beck, fine in slip case.  The Folio Society, London 1999

euro 40.00
1033.  CHAMBERLIN, J.E.  Ripe was the Drowsy Hour.  The Age of Oscar Wilde.  v.g. in d/w.  The Seabury Press, New York 1977

euro 20.00
1034.  JULLIAN, Philippe.  Oscar Wilde.  v.g. in d/w. Constable, London 1969

euro 30.00
1035.  WILDE, W.R.  Catalogue of The Antiquities of Gold in the Mueum of The Royal irish Academy.  v.g. in wraps R.I.A., Dublin1862

euro 50.00
Telephone (Dublin) 01 6713584; fax 671 3181; e-mail stokesbooks@oceanfree.net
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IV.  Posters

The company AllPosters has a large selection of Wilde-related (and of course other) posters that it sells on-line.




Click on the image above to be taken to their site.
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V.  A Sotheby’s Auction

Sotheby's in London are holding an auction of 19th Century Paintings on 26th March.
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VI.  Wilde & the Bookshops 

Books in print mentioned in THE OSCHOLARS can be ordered from:

John Wyse Jackson at John Sandoe (Books) Ltd, 10 Blacklands Terrace, London SW3 2SR books@jsandoe.demon.co.uk
  John Wyse Jackson is editor of Aristotle at Afternoon Tea: The Rare Oscar Wilde. London: Fourth Estate 1991; paperback edition retitled Uncollected Oscar Wilde 1995.
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Oscar Wilde Buchhandlung und Versand at Alte Gasse 51, 60313 Frankfurt Tel.: 069/28 12 60 Fax: 069/297 75 42.  Contact Harald.

Internet: http://www.oscar-Wilde.de; e-mail: shop@oscar-Wilde.de.
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Dorian Bookstore, 802 Elm at Madison, Youngstown, Ohio 44505-2843. Contact Jack Peterson.

Internet: http://alt.youngstown.org/dorian.html; e-mail: dorianbooks@cboss.com.
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The Oscar Wilde Book Shop (15 Christopher Street, New York, NY 10014 E-mail: Wildebooks@aol.com) now has a website at www.oscarWildebooks.com. This shop (in Greenwich Village) was founded in 1967, was the world's first gay bookshop, and is now managed by Kim Brinster.


This shop, threatened with closure in January 2003, remains open under new owners.



HYPERLINK  \l "_VII.__Ebay"


 INCLUDEPICTURE  "C:\\My Documents\\WILDERNESS\\THE OSCHOLARS\\ VISUALS\\carn-dn.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
[image: image22.jpg]





Delectus Books are booksellers whose specialities include 1890s material.  They can be found at www.delectusbooks.co.uk,and books can be ordered on-line.  Do please mention THE OSCHOLARS if ordering.  A list of books for sale was printed in our August issue, some of which may still be available.
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VII.  Ebay

Ebay is an online auction house where many Wilde items are offered, from second-hand paperbacks to playbills to limited editions. We have set up this link -------> which should take you straight to Ebay's Wilde pages.

Sebastian Melmoth and The Soul of Man
Book comes from the private library of A.T. Bonham-Carter.

This book was published in 1904 by Arthur L. Humphreys of London.

There are 2 parts to this book: The first being 'Sebastian Melmoth' and the second being: 'The Soul of Man'.

Sebastian Melmoth is a first edition book.

Several quotes from the first few pages are:

'The mystery of love is greater than the mystery of death'.

'Women are made to be loved, not to be understood'.

'Women, as someone says, love with their ears, just as men love with their eyes, if they ever love at all.'.

'It is better to be beautiful than to be good, but it is better to be good than to be ugly'.

'Misfortunes one can endure, they come from outside, they are accidents. But to suffer for one's faults - ah! There is the sting of life.' (a fitting one to finish on).

Sebastian Melmoth takes up 131 pages of the book. The Soul of Man takes up 91 pages (222 pages in all).

The book is in a marvellous condition for almost 100 years old. Outer boards are a bit speckled but it's a strong cover and has survived well (please see photos below).  It has raised bands on the spine and the gilt lettering is mint condition. All the endpapers are marbled and in great condition too. The paper used is rough-cut, unbleached stock and is in MINT condition.

Highly collectable book and scarce too.
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Beautiful 8.3" x 23.4" giclee fine art print hand signed by original artist, unframed.



Original British 17 inch x 11 inch Trade Advertisement for the 1960 Gregory Ratoff Drama OSCAR WILDE starring Robert Morley, Ralph Richardson, Phyllis Calvert and John Neville.
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OSCAR WILDE, Le portrait de Dorian Gray, Nouvelles fantastiques, Contes, De Profundis, Quelques cruautés de la vie de prison, Collection Noms Propres, Avant-propos de Gabriel Matzneff, Stock, 638 pp., 1991. Prix neuf = 30 euros, cédé moitié prix. Bon état, couverture brochée rempliée.



Descriptions are those of the booksellers, and without any reason for disbelief, nonetheless THE OSCHOLARS cannot vouch for their accuracy.
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